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AUTO=TRAIN TO GO INTERNATIONAL 


Auto-Train Corporation announced at an October 9 shareholders meeting that the 
rail corporation is planning to inttiate a new Auto-Train service in Mexico, from 
а point near Mexico City to the U.S. border. 

President Eugene Garfield said that an agreement in principle has been reached 
with a group of Mexican investers, headed by Ing. Alberto Bustamante-Boyer, one of 
Mexico's leading businessmen, to create a Mexican corporation which will, when ap- 
proved by the appropriate Mexican authorities, operate auto-ferry service in Mexico. 
The route presently under study will go between Nuevo Laredo and Queretaro, a town 
а few hours’ drive from Mexico City. The Mexican corporation would operate an ex- 
clusive franchise from the Washington DC-based Auto-Train Corporation. 

Consultations with the Mexican Government regarding operating conditions and pro- 
spective routes have already begun. No date has been set for inaugurating the ser- 
vice. "Auto-ferry service between the United States and Mexico will be of tremen- 
dous importance to the increasing number of tourists from our country to Mexico, 
which this year became the number one destination in the world for U.S. tourists, 
surpassing Canada," №. Garfield said. 

Ing. Bustamanta-Boyer added that "The tourist coming from the U.S. into Mexico 
will now be able to bring his car with the added advantage of saving gasoline. He 
will also have more time to spend on his vacation touring our country's fine high- 


ways which link cities and regions of an historical and touristic interest but which | 


are less accessible to the tourist who does not have his own саг." 

Auto-Train said that the Mexican service will be of the "same high standard" as 
that offered in the U.S. It is understood that the new service will use Mexican 
railroad equipment. 


ANOTHER DERAILMENT FOR THE FLORIDIAN 

Amtrak's FLORIDIAN, train 53 northbound, was involved in another derailment on 
Oct. 12, this time on Seaboard Coast Line rails at Thomasville, Georgia. Amtrak 
officials said the Miami to Chicago train with 42 passengers aboard was moving 
about 10mph when a freight train ahead of it put on its brakes. The passenger train 
lowed into the caboose of the freight. Fourteen persons were reported oes 
They were treated for cuts and bruises at a hospital, then released. The train 


arrived in Chicago approximately 16 hours late. 


IN AN EFFORT to improve food service on the Chicago-Detroit corridor, Amtrak is now 
using a Lewis and Clark Travellers Rest car, NP #497, unrefurbished, in consists on 
the route..... GREAT NORTHERN DOME coach 1327 was seen deadheading in the consist 
of Amtrak train 3, the SOUTHWEST LIMITED, on Oct. 13, heading to Rohr Corporation 
for reconditioning..... A SECOND AMTRAK locomotive, #315, a former Penn Central ЕВ 
unit, has been re-equipped and reconditioned to handle the ex-C&NW bilevel cars now 
running on the SHAWNEE and the ILLINOIS ZEPHYR..... THE ROCK ISLAND, in cooperation 
with the Black Hawk Chapter of the МНС and Chicago Wheelmen, Inc., operated the 
fAutumn Leaf Special” Bicycle Train on Oct, 13 between Chicago and Utica/La Salle 
Illinois. Consist included Rock Island #630 (the last operating E6 in the nati оп}, 
#643 (ЕВ, ex-EMD demonstrator), RI baggage #4382, 4378, 4360, Black Hawk Chapter 


combine ex-BN 7301, coaches "Herrington" & 2706, baggage 4380, coaches 2710 & 319... 
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DetroiteJackson, Michigan train will begin operation so i 
The return trip schedule of the LAS VEGAS CELEBRITY TRAIN и жез 
improved, with a 2:30pm departure from Las Vegas, arriving Los Angeles at 9:10pm. 
This is subject to change; an Amtrak spokesman said the corporation is working 
schedules оп a week-to-week basis with the train promoters, 


ON THE COVER: 


(Front & rear covers:) Canadian National vas to expand its Turbotrai i 
once more effective October 28 (see "Rail Canada" section). іп this photo by Fred 
Matthews, a Toronto-Montreal Turbo was seen leaving Toronto at 4:30pm опе day last 
June. At the far left (on rear cover) is the new CN tower under construction. 

(Rear соуег:) Would Ben Biaggin or Lou Menk do this? Union Pacific President 
John Kenefick, wearing an operators cap of the Yakina Valley Transit Company, cuts 
the ribbon to open operations with trolley #1776, "City of Yakima," as described іп 
Glenn Lee's report, beginning on page 17. 


NEW SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION COMING SOON 


Reports from Washington agree that Secretary of Transportation Claude Grinegar 15 
soon to be replaced. It is said that President Ford is waiting until after the 
November 5 election to announce replacements for Brinegar, Budget Director Roy Ash, 
and some other cabinet members. Ash and Brinegar fi gured prominently in efforts 
during the Nixon Administration to hold back funds for Amtrak and to eliminate 
several routes which were later saved by Congressional action. There has been no 
speculation as of this writing concerning the identity of possible replacements. 


AMTRAK TO INCREASE FARES NOVEMBER 15 


Antrak announced on October 25 that fares vill be raised оп most of its routes 
effective November 15. The increases would average 10%, with a high of 204 on the 
Chicago-Florida route. The Chicago-St. Louis route and a few others would remain 
without increases, Amtrak said that inflation made the fare hikes necessary. The 
United Press reported that the raise violates Amtrak's own maximum standard of 
no more than 6% increases in any one year, Amtrak said that Congress indicated the 
ot laa should cover inflationary cost rises by fare increases as much as pos- 
sible. 


AMTRAK FALL TIMETABLES APPEAR -- SOME NEW SERVICE 

Amtrak's Northeast Schedules, effective Oct. 27, have appeared, the first updated 
version of that timetable since Мау 19. The systemwide schedule is also to be re- 
issued this fall, but evidently is not yet available as ме go to press, 

Anew train, the WASHINGTON IRVING, is added to the Нем York-Albany Emire Service 
effective Oct, 27, The train, #71, leaves N.Y. at 11:15am daily and reaches Albany 
at 2:05pm, іп the other directi on, train 72 departs Albany at 8:15am and arrives in 
N.Y. at 11:05am. The ADIRONDACK, inaugurated last Aug. & is now listed in this 
timetable. The Boston-Harrisburg VALLEY FORGE » Scheduled for termination Sept. 15 
remains in the timetable running on its Saturday-only northbound and Sundayeonl y : 
southbound schedule, The MAYFLOWER, train 186, earlier scheduled for termination 
after Sept, 13, continues to run, but between Washington and New Haven instead of 
all the way to Boston (this is a Friday-only northbound train). Unnamed train 215 
N.Y.-Philadelphia Monday-Friday, and the northbound #208, are now listed. No. 215° 
leaves N.Y. at 2:55pm and reaches Philly at 4:35, while №. 208 Тедмез Philly 11:05 
те a leg ч ны of the WASHINGTON IRVING, 

ure time of the $ from Syracuse 8 
а with к н, arrival now at 12:50pm instead af т жен 
‚„!П new service elsewhere, the Buffalo-Detroit train was scheduled to begin - 
tion on Oct, 27, but was delayed а few days, until probably Oct, 31. оа. 
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Rail Canada 


COMING: THE END OF TRANSCONTINENTAL PASSENGER TRAINS 


THE AMERICAN-PUBLISHED Official Guide of the Railways for September pictures the two 
famous Canadian cruise trains, СР Rail's CANADIAN and (N's SUPER CONTINENTAL, on its 
color cover. It could be the last time the Guide uses these trains to symbolize 
fine contemporary rail travel. A bombshell of disclosures this nonth from the Cana- 
dian railways and the federal government in Ottawa heralds the opening of a concerted 
effort to finally eliminate long distance passenger trains fron the Canadian scene. 
Now safely re-elected, Prime Minister Trudeau, as reported here last issue, has 
rescinded his campaign promise to form an Amtrak-like Crown Corporation to take over 
operation of all Canadian passenger trains, giving the railways "оле sore chance" to 
show they can provide proper service in the public interest. Now, in a new Throne 
Speech of Oct. 9, the federal government mentioned а new plan for upgrading public 
transportation now being огаш йи. Details tr being kept secret, and will be re- 
only when specific legislation is prepared. 
aan м of the railways to the Ottawa backdown has been a surge of 
effort to cut long distance trains out of the picture entirely--a logical extension 
of their gradual downgrading policy of recent years. Canadian National Railways 


a 


services; hovever, the resultant rail structure would be nothing like the Aatrak 


jie RMR > 


/ 


ў 


revealed late last month that it will want at least $500 million for upgrading гаї] | 


plan south of the border of continuing and gradually upgrading imortant existing 
long distance routes. Rather, CN is hoping for approval for a plan to permit it to 
run ultra-lightweight trains at fast speeds between selected cities, with cross-coun- 
try passengers being required to stay overnight in railway hotels near the stations, 
resuming their journeys each morning, The conventional transcontinental train as we 
know it would be dropped entirely, with most of the smaller towns across Canada that 
are now served by the continent-binding transcon trai ns losing all service. Instead 
of the conventional railroad cars of past and present tines, smaller, very light- | 
weight equipment such as the Turbos, Rapidos, ог LRC trains would be used. And while 
Aatrak in the U.S. has found a market for investment in more conventional equipment 
such as the coming bilevel cars and Metroshell coaches, CN hopes to be able to use 


exclusively the controversial airline-style equipment desi gned for short corridor use. | 


ould like to transfora its coast-to-coast route into a series of ) 
EA a Жеф hops, with the obvious elimination of such amenities as sleeping 
cars and diners. А spokesman for the railway said "We want to give a brand new look 
to all passenger train services in Canada..." And while such a new look may fool the 
unknovledgeable public educated іп a highvay-oriented era, it appears bound to create 
a storm of protest from the seasoned and knowing rail abe қ 1 5 
il i ing a stance sisilar to CN's. Transcontinental trains are "gone, 

a ты this month, Only commuter and niddle-distance operations 
have any place in Canada's rail transport picture, (Р Chairman Гап Sinclair told the 
Toronto Globe and Mail оп Oct. 2. "Аз for transcontinental trains, they are gone, 
Sinclair said. Не indicated that commuter operations had a real role in Toronto and 
Montreal, and--"down the road,"--in Vancouver, And he indicated that federal subsi- 
dies to the railways for passenger train operations were proper because they reduce ; 
municipal roadebuilding costs, But despite increased subsidies the public wil] lose 
its traditional cruise trains, if С officials have their way, 

The position taken by the two г rail yan ат pais ete! Hi th ае 

ісі ion position under the Nixon administration м в 
ОО Sa nA on паар only corridor and short-haul routes are viable 
as potential "money-wakers.” The American experience with Amtrak, after a stora of 
public protest, has shown this position to be both unpopular and untenable. Most of 


page 4 


\ 


Amtrak's money comes from long-distance routes, tho attempts were made to make short 
a took good by playing tricks with cost allocations (see RIN, 2nd August issue, 
р. 23). 


CANADIAN NATIONAL ANNOUNCED а second daily Turbolrain trip between Montreal and Tor- 
onto (see cover photo) effective with the fall and winter timetable October 28, The 
4hr 10min runs will depart 7:45am ‘from each city, stopping at Dorval and Guildwood 
suburban stations, This increases the number of daily trips from 5 to 6, Some doubt, 
however, has been expressed about the early departure. A similar trip in summer 1970 
ran very light for several months, and was later rescheduled to ав or later. 


THE PRINCESS MARGUERITE--efforts to save the ship (see last issue): The Victoria Down- · 


town Business Ass'n announced in mid-month that it was actively seeking to have the CP 
Rail steamer retained on the Victoria-Seattle run, joining directors of the Victoria 
Inforaation Centre. The group said it had contacted officials in both the federal and 
provincial transport ministries. Unconfirmed reports indicated that meetings among 
government officials to work out a solution were being held the 3rd week of October. 
CP Rail, which had said the vessel would be stripped starting Oct. 9, later announced 
it had 6 bids for demolition, and 4 for sale for various purposes, including opera- 


„tion, and that а decision had been postponed on immediate disposal of the Marguerite, 


now tied at Victoria. 

Meanwhile in Washington State a spokesman for the state ferry system said there vas 
sore substance to the possibility that up to 1800 foot passengers carried on the ship 
{тов Seattle might switch to autos in an effort to reach Victoria if the Marguerite 
does not erate. If this tended to overload the state's Anacortes-Sidney, В.С. ferry 
run, the state would abandon its В.С. service entirely rather than seek new boats or 
funds with which to operate the route. This in effect would divert great numbers of 
autos to the В.С. ferry at Tsawwassen, causing 5-hr waits there to jumpt to 8-hrs or 
sore. 

The office of U.S, Senator Warren Magnuson has announced that altho the U.S. federal 
government could not at this time operate the CP Rail steamer Princess Marguerite on 
the Seattle-Victoria run thru Amtrak or other U.S. agencies, some U.S, aid is availa- 
ble for the service. This would include elimination of U.S, customs charges to the 
carrier, and grants for the rehabilitation, overhaul or alteration of the vessel. In 
addition, Amtrak would offer to sell tickets for the run and to carry the service in 
Amtrak timetables. Washington State Congressman Joel Pritchard announced in а letter 
to a constituent that he has asked Amtrak to investigate the possibility of operating 
the Princess Marguerite. 

В.С. Transport Minister Robert Strachan announced on Oct, 17 that the В.С. govern= 
ment was looking into the possibility of taking over the service. Strachan said that 
8.0.75 main emphasis had been on improving ferry runs entirely within the province, 
and there would be no immediate commitment on the matter. 

Meanwhile in Washington State the prestigious Hotel-Motel Operators Ass'n has asked 
Governor Dan Evans to insure operations will resume on the route next summer, But 
Governor Evans replied: "Only with peat caution should government consider the аѕѕив- 
ption of an undertaking which private enterprise has found to be economically infeas- 
ible. Certainly the Washington State ferry system ... is not in need of stil] fur- 
ther losses," Seattle's Channel 7 news for Oct. 22 called for retention of the run 
under co-sponsorship of groups on both sides of the border, Lloyd Cooney, Ch. 7 pre- 
sident, called the runs "too valuable to lose", and appropriate to retain because of 
the high foot passenger loadings, Most alternate routes to Victoria require ап auto- 
mobile unless long and dreary bus rides and inconvenient connections are utilized. 


LOOK FOR ANOTHER lively Canadian rail controversy to break into the open at the end 
of the year, Canada's moratorium on branch line abandonment, imposed in 1967, will 
expire Jan, 1, perhaps rekindling the political battles of the mid-1960's, when many 
thousands of miles were slated for removal. | раде 5 
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FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATOR MOVES TO ROCK ISLAND | 

John W. Ingram, the outspoken head of the Federal ааа сі i 

ion, has agreed to take over as president and chief executiv 

жол ЖАЙ азы РІНЕН Lines about Nov. 1. Out of the picture are ве 
chairman Theodore Desch (replaced by Lewis В. Harder) and former president | от 
Dixon. Ingram's aim will be to bring the deficit-ridden railroad into m b = А 
The 46-year old Ingram has been FRA head for 3$ years, after serving as Pal cs: { - 
ing for Illinois Central from 1968-1971. The Chicago Daily News has repor А па 
R's thin profit margin on its passenger services and its hope of merging wi 
are the only factors currently keeping it out of bankruptcy, 


TURBOLIWER HITS TRUCK АТ CROSSING 

Aatrak Turboliner #301 southbound from Chicago hit a truck ata crossing about З, 
ailes south of Pontiac, IL on Oct, 18, killing the truck driver and injuring two Т; 
the train's crew, The Turbo was traveling at 79mph at the time of the crash, and i 
sliced the truck in half and pushed the front section of the vehicle a nile al w 
the track. Reportedly the truck driver ignored flashing lights and pulled sed е 
train's path. The Turbo received extensive damage to its front end. о 
passengers were taken to the Pontiac depot, where they waited the arrival of ў 


| 
| 


м 


7 


; 


4 
5 
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and then changed trains. The disabled train returned to Chicago under its own power. : 


The route used by the Turboliners is said to have more unprotected grade crossings 
than any other Amtrak route. Е РТ 
BRIEFS: Amtrak's board of directors voted on Oct, 3 to drop the corpora 
att against the railroad owners of Washington Union Station, thus clearing the way 
for the Dept. of the Interior to resume construction of the National Visitors Center 
in that depot..... А Ford Foundation study, а $4-ni1 lion, 3-year project, concluded 
this month that federal energy policy is focussed too much upon increasing supplies 
of energy and not enough on energy conservation, But some neabers of the project's 
advisory board disagreed, including the president of Mobil 041, who said that severe 


) 


1 
} 


energy conservation will stunt economic, social and environmental progress. His firm - 


tising campaign to convince the American people of this conclusion. 
= мааа rae = = agreed to decide on the constitutionality of the 
Northeast Rail Reorganization Act..... Four men formerly connected with Penn Central 


affairs have pleaded innocent to charges of fraud and conspiracy concerning жізарр11- · 


ion of $4.2 million of the bankrupt railroad's funds..... THE WASH INGTON IRVING 
үө “ч New York State train (after the ADIRONDACK) to begin operation Бу Am- 
trak with partial state support. It was to begin runs between Albany and New York on 
Oct. 27. The extended EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS between N.Y. and Detroit (see report 
elsewhere in this issue) із по. 3, beginning operations Oct, 31, and partially sub- 
sidized by Michigan as well..... 


Urban-Suburban Transit 


BURLINGTON NORTHERN RAILROAD has asked the Illinois Commerce Commission for a 15% in- 
crease in monthly commuter tickets effective Nov, 15. Тһе minimum fare would go from 
10 to 85 cents..... i e , a 
ies as executive director of the American Public Transit Ass'n, to be located at 1 
178 St. NW, Washington DC. The organization is а merger of the Institute for Rapid 
Yansit and the American Transit Association..... CITY OF BALTIMORE held a symbolic 
groundbreaking for its new subway system on Oct. 10. The 28-nile, $1.2 billion line 
will have 21 stations. The future Bolton Hill station was the site of the ceremony.. 
LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD added 6 Sunday trains on he Port үш branch Oct, Ranee 
N $11.8 BILLION mass transit bill is expected to be passed after a congressional — 
ae following elections early іп November..... ORANGE COUNTY TRANSIT District in 
California has been told its 15-year master plan costs have risen from $2.3 to $4.5 
billion because of inflation..... 
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FORMER BART DIRECTOR William Stokes has taken over his пем dut- ' 


WANTED: ONE ATLANTA TRAIN 


by Charles Dunn, Florida Coordinator, Georgia Ass'n of RR Psers. 


Atlanta is a city with 1,696,000 people in its metropolitan area, and is 
the Southeastern center of commerce, business, trade and Government establishments. 
In the nation, Atlanta ranks 18th in population, 8th in wholesale trade, 7th 
in industrial construction, 3rd in air traffic (enplaned passengers), and 7th 
in bank clearings, In 1972, 10,531,291 passengers boarded aircraft in Atlanta, 
and 380 intercity buses arrived and departed each day. Convention delegate 
expenditures reached a total of $80,000,000 in 1972, Institutions of higher 
learning such as Emory University, Georgia Institute of Technology, and the 
Atlanta University complex attract students from a wide area, 

All major business concerns in Florida, as well as military and Federal 
Government operations, have Atlanta as their regional headquarters, Florida is 
a center for tourism, the best know attraction being Disney World, yet there 
is no rail passenger link between the Atlanta, Georgia-Eastern Tennessee area 
and Florida, Тһе energy crisis pointed up the need of a balanced transportation 
system. Lowered speed limits and increased gasoline costs are deterring people 
from traveling by auto. 

Since Amtrak has taken over rail passenger service, many improvements are 
evident. Central nationwide computer toll-free reservations, refurbishment and 
rebuilding of the rolling fleet, a new fleet of engines, advanced marketing 
services, and new and refurbished stations are only a few of the innovations. 
Riding the train is now a pleasure. 

The foregoing has resulted in a phenomenal increase in Amtrak patronage, 
reversing a previous consistent downward trend. The American public has found that 
"Tracks are Back" and have indicated both by their patronage and by the Harris 
Report that they will ride the trains. The fact then exists that there is a missing 
important link in our rail passenger network in the Souths 

The Department of Transportation was mandated by the Rail Passenger Service 
Act as amended in 1973 to institute one new experimental route a year in the 
Amtrak system. We propose an additional section of the FLORIDIAN to be routed 
on Louisville and Nashville Railroad from Nashville to Atlanta, Central of 
Georgia Railroad from Atlanta to Savannah, Seaboard Coast Line Railroad from 
Savannah to Jacksonville and other Florida points. These railroads are all presently 
member of Amtrak. interchanges at Atlanta and Savannah would pose no problem 
as this could be accomplished with existing tracks. 


(to aville and Chicago) 


JACKSONVILLE 


(То West Palm ра апа 
Beach/ Miami) St. Petersburg) 


р The present FLORIDIAN criginates in Chicago, and travels by way of 
indianapolis, louisville, Nashville, Birmingham, Montgomery, Dothan, Thomasville 
Valdosta, Waycross, to Jacksonville. At Jacksonville the train splits, with á 
one section го1пр by way of Waldo (Gainesville), Ocala, wildwood, vinter Haven 
West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, to Miami. The other leaves Jacksonville anise 
travels via DeLand, Sanford, Orlando, Poinciana (Disney orld), Lakeland, 


Tampa, to St. Petersburg. The proposed schedule for the new section of the 
FLORIDIAN is as follows: 


(continued on page 14) page 7 


BILL SIGNED FOR AMTRAK FUNDS FOR CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 

President Ford on Oct. 29 signed the bill that provides $200 million funding fer 
Amtrak's current fiscal year. The bill also raises Amtrak's federal loan guarantee 
limit from $500 to $900 million. Few changes are made in the basic legislation sur- 
rounding Amtrak. It does require, however, that when new experimental routes are 
assigned, first priority must be given to large population centers presently without 
passenger train service. The New York Times reports that next year's experimental 
route must go to the Boise, Idaho service, i.e., the Portland-Ogden route. However, 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch later reported that the Washington-Denver route would be 
chosen next. Transportation Secretary Brinegar was said to be readying the announce- 
ment before the November elections, tho it would not become operational for anywhere 
{гой several months to a year. The train would go from Washington DC thru Cumberland, 
Ю and Parkersburg, WV into Ohio, but its route thru Ohio, Indiana and Illinois is 
apparently undetermined as yet. The Kansas City-Denver portion of the route also is 
said to be undetermined, but that service to Topeka, KS is likely. The route would 
be another victory for Congressman Harley 0, Staggers of West Virginia. Staggers was 
said to be desirous of a train thru West Virginia, but Secretary Brinegar reportedly 
decided upon extension of the route across Kansas after strong lobbying efforts by 
the Kansas congressional delegation. Staggers reportedly would not confirm or deny 
the experimental route selection, but commented, "| heard some rumors; |'m hopeful." 


NEW YORK TO DETROIT RAIL SERVICE INAUGURATED 

The New York-Detroit train, an extension of the EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS, was sched- 
uled to begin operations on October 31, after an October 30 press preview. The рге- 
view was to involve ceremonies at 10am at Penn Central Station in Detroit, with a 
Detroit-Buffalo round trip provided for invited quests. Ceremonies were to be held 
in Buffalo at 3:30pm, after a similar inaugural train arrived from Albany, NY. The 
inaugural train from Detroit was to depart at 10:30am and arrive back at 8:55pm. 
With regular service, beginning Oct, 31, the train leaves westbound from New York 
at 8:30am and makes the following stops: Croton-Harmon 9:27; Poughkeepsie 10:10; 
Rhinecliff 10:25; Hudson 10:47; Albany 11:25; Colonie=Schenectady 11:39; Amsterdam 
12:16; Utica 1:21; Rome 1:37; Syracuse 2:12; Rochester 3:45, Buffalo 5:20; and 
Detroit 10:05pm. Eastbound the schedule calls for a 7:45am Detroit departure, and 
stops at Buffalo 1:15pm; Rochester 2:22pm; Syracuse 3:55pm, Rome 4:29; Utica 4:45; 
Ansterdam 5:47; Colonie-Schenectady 6:29; Albany 7pm; Hudson 1:21; Rhinecliff 7:49; 
Poughkeepsie 8:04; Croton-Harmon 8:57; and New York arrival 9:50pm. Stops іп Can- 
ada at Windsor, St. Thomas and Welland were still to be scheduled as we went to 
press. The trains will carry coaches, baggage and dining cars, 


BACK ISSUES OF RTN AVAILABLE 
At long last here is our updated list of back issues still available. Issues of 
volume 4 cost 30¢ each, yhile volumes 1-3 are 25¢ per issue. Back issues are sent 
by third class mail. If you are a subscriber and we cannot fill your whole order 
we will credit your current subscription. There are two issues per month. The fol- 
lowing are available, some in very limited quantities: 
Vol. 1 (1971): two February issues (#5 & 6). 
Vol. 2 (1972): all 24 issues except First Jan., Second Feb., & Second July issues. 
Vol. 3 (1973): all 24 issues except the two May issues. 
Vol. 4 (1974): all issues to date except the Second July issue. 


Please order from Message Media - RIN, Back Issue Dept., Box 9007, Berkeley, Calif- 
огпіа 94109, 


Ее кезене акы дыкы I о ск a 
THE MAILING DATE of this issue has unavoidably been advanced to Nov. 1, 1974. 
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*Salt Lake 


by George Hyko 


THIS ISN'T A TRAIN: 
Salt Lake City, Utah waits in the pre-dawn d 
station on a late October morning, Photo by 


and examine sy ticket and say sorry we can't take 
stuck in a strange city in the predawn hours, 


The trip into Ogden on the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR was the most near] fect trai 

T t 
trip I've ever had, | was nearly bowled over by the sight of the de id e уе 
Northern diner as the train pulled up to the Oakland depot, with the red-coated dining 


car crew standing at attention. The steward made 
of two remaining from CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR days, and 
composed of mixed sexes and colors, and they were 

Amtrak's Early Bird dinner is a marvelous idea. 
tasty dinner of beef or chicken as early as five p 
ment before arising in the wee hours for awaiting 


(continued on page 12) 


The Rio Grande limousine connection between Ogden and 


the author, 


СОМ < NECTION 


arkness at the Ogden Amtrak 


you to Salt Lake City and I'd be | 


them do that, | guess. He was one 
he knew his business. His crew маз 
great. 

For only $2.75 you can have a very 
eM.-~just right for an early retire- 
one's fate in Ogden. 
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_ INTERVIEW WITH 


RTN: №. Lloyd, what is your main 
activity in your new position? 


№. LLOYD: This job is the eyes and 
ears of the President. All offices 

in the region report to me, but also 
concurrently to Washington, I's here 
to oversee and recommend and prod into 
action. This is a big change for ве, 
to come out of the sales department. 
This job now has a little more author- 
ity since it was changed from a Mana- 
ger to Director position. (laughs) 
It's unusual when a Stanford man (Mr. 
Lewis) puts а blue and gold (i.e., а 
University of California man) in the 
job. 


(We are crossing the high Sierra, and 
occasionally Mr. Lloyd turns to his 

group of travel directors to resume a 
continuing travelogue of the scenery.) 


RTN: Mr. Lloyd, you were once involved 
with the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR on Western 
Pacific. Do you feel that the public 
has changed since then? 15 there the 
same potential for rail ridership? 


LLOYD: The CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR will 
still be the best train ever run here. 
People who are riding long distance 
are doing it mainly for the scenery, 
not for the time. Few people are rid- 
ing transcontinental buses--| have 
seen figures from bus companies. But, 
for example, fully 15% of riders on 
the SOUTHWEST LIMITED are going the 
full ChicagoeLos Angeles route. Our 
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Arthur Lloyd. 


potential is strictly as a pleasure 
mode. Rail tours have doubled and 
quadrupled since Amtrak took over. 


(A waiter asks if we want drinks. Mr. 
Lloyd passes it up, but RTN accepts.) 


RTN: Better to have the interviewer 
drunk than the interviewee, eh? 


LLOYD: (laughs) Well, that makes it 
harder on you. 


RTN; What is the extent of your West- - 


ern Region responsibilities? 


LLOYD: | cover the twelve western 
states. | have the Sunset Route with 


the exception of New Orleans. | 

cover the SOUTHWEST LIMITED to 
Newton, Kansas; the SAN FRANCISCO 
ZEPHYR up to but not including 

Denver; and the northwestern routes 
to but not including Minneapolis. 
This is the smallest region for 
revenues and for train miles, but it 
is one of the highest potential areas. 


RIN: What are the chances for getting 
an overnight Los Angeles-San Francisco 
train--a return of the LARK? 


LLOYD: Nothing is going to happen 
until our new passenger cars arrive. 
We were 100 cars short last summer. 
Another energy crisis would bring on 
such a shortage again. We are going 
to concentrate on the basic route 
structure--on improving it--before 

we add new routes--except those that 
are dictated to us, like the required 
yearly experimental routes, |'m mak- 
ing the upgrading of the SAN FRANCISCO 
ZEPHYR my personal project. The COAST 
STARLIGHT is Amtrak's best train. This 
train can be another COAST STARLIGHT. 
Ия going to do things like make sure 
the train carries a full diner. No 
more of these lunch counter cars on a 
long-distance train. 


АТМ: Does this train today have ап 
on-board Service Director? 


LLOYD: The on-board Service Director 
program has been temporarily discon- 


SA 


AMTRAK'S NEW DIRECTOR - WESTERN REGION WAS INTERVIEWED ABOARD THE 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR LATE IN OCTOBER, AS HE ACCOMPANIED 24 MEMBERS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 
TRAVEL AGENTS ON A TOUR IN THE PRIVATE CAR "REDWOOD" LOANED BY 
GREAT WESTERN TOURS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


tinued, We've done that in order to 

e A program, Ky some places 
was good, in some places bad. technology will really work, but 

We're going to stand back and look at any knd of study Tike that helps 

it. the cause of rail travel. 

(Mr. Lloyd glances out the window, and RTN: What about the talked-of Bay 


announces to his group: "Wow this point 4 ; : 

ita art ap. Тюш fiver toon НО coridor sith Turbo 
i volved in that planning? 

LLOYD: You're looking at an Amtrak man LLOYD: Amtrak is working with CAL 


who ri i 

ee trains, TRANS (California Dept. of Transpor- 
RTN: With the change of administration tation) on it. Their study discusses 
in Washington, do you sense a different a conventional rail plan with ROC's 
attitude toward rail travel expressed and Turbos, They conclude that such 
by the White House now? trains will attract more people than 


h Қ buses would, The bus is not going to 
LLOYD: Not necessarily the Admin- н ; ; 4 
istration, but Congress has been the a СОН 
deciding force. Congress has recoge { 
nized the place of rail travel in RTN: 
our transportation system. The fuel 
crisis last year helped also, but 
things looked like World War II all 
over again, with trains jammed with 
standees, and | was afraid that we'd 
turn people off, We were getting 
the loads we'd projected for 1977. 


RTN: Speaking of Congress, how much 
has Amtrak been involved with Sena- 
tor Tunney's West Coast rail study? 


LLOYD: Well, any kind of study like 
that which examines rail travel 


by James Russell 


pone: an interest in the subject, 
which helps us. | don't know if 
вад-еу trains and other futuristic 


How much has Amtrak been involved 
in the plans for a new station at Rich- 
mond, California, and what are the 
plans for Oakland? 


LLOYD: State money has been approved 
for а multi-modal transportation center, 
probably at Richmond. | have attended 
one meeting on the matter so far. The 
advantage of Richmond is that it gives 
us beautiful access to BART and to Ma- 
rin County. However, we will stay with | 
16% Street Oakland for the foreseeable | 
future--we're not going to replace 
Oakland. 
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RTN: What are the chances for the 
proposed Portland-OQgden route? 


LLOYD: The chances are good. The 
next experimental route to be named, 
however, will probably be Washington 
to Denver via Kansas City. 


АТН: What is the present role of 
Aatrak citizen advisory committees? 


LLOYD: They have been more active 
in the Central Region. They have 
been less active since consumer rep- 
resentatives appeared on the Amtrak 
board of directors. 


RTN: 1$ it true that Amtrak is dis- 
continuing the Los Angeles-Bakersfield 
bus connection on the SAN JOAQUIN? 


LLOYD: Yes, effective November 10. 
But tickets will be honored on regular 
Greyhound schedules, It is true that 
they would miss the connection with 
the SOUTHWEST LIMITED, but there is an 
Orange Belt Stage from Bakersfield to 
Barstow that will make it, tho passen- 
gers will have to find their мау to it 
themselves. The bus connection was 
costing us much more money than the 
benefits it produced. 


RTN: Thank you, Mr. Lloyd. 


THE SALT LAKE CONNECTION 


Thanks to Southern Pacific's smooth track, and perhaps also to the smoothness of 
the two new Amtrak ЗОРАОЕ engines, | was actually able to fall asleep before the 
porter would awaken me a half-hour before ay detraining place. As it happened, the 
train arrived in Ogden 38 minutes ahead of its scheduled 3:15, so my nap was short- 
ened and ву Ogden wait prolonged. 

About 20 people were coming and going at Ogden Union Station, and when the dust 
cleared and the SFZ finally pulled away, five rail fan types were left sitting on 
the hard benches of the big and gloomy but happily toasty warm old depot. | sat 
and squirmed and pondered ву fate. А huge clock labelled "Mountain Time” looked 
down as a constant reminder that this was no hour to be sitting in an uncomfortable 
old railroad station. 

Clock hands seem to move very slowly in the Mountain Time zone. То break the mon- 
otony | asked the Amtrak agent about the Rio Grande limousine. He said it stopped 
there at 5:45, and would leave at 6:00. When asked how far | was going, | ranted 
Salt Lake City. He looked at my ticket and told me that my agent shouldn't have 
given ве a ticket on the limousine unless | was going on the RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR into 
Colorado. He said the limousine driver would take me, but there was an earlier 
Greyhound ("апу time after 4:15") that stopped here and went into Salt Lake, but 
didn't go to the Rio Grande station in Salt Lake. The Greyhound station was two 
blocks away, but buses also stopped at the Amtrak station, he said. 

| decided to maintain the status quo and await the fabled Rio Grande connection, 
having been assured that | could ride it even with ау improper ticket. Promptly at 
5:45 a little airport limousine van pulled up, the driver collected tickets without 
fuss, and five sleepy travelers climbed aboard. 

For 40 minutes we moved at təp speed over the highway into Salt Lake. The conver- 
sation quickly turned to Rio Grande topics. Among the travelers in the hurtling lit- 
tle van were an Amtrak reservations agent on a railfan holiday, an official of the 


(continued from page 9) 


New York Department of Transportation, and a young backpacker. heading for the Rockies. 


The theme that soon emerged was one of uncertainty and resentment toward the Rio 


Grande for presumably preparing to drop its ZEPHYR next year. There were unkind words 


about how the railroad never ran the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR on time, contributing to its 
demise, and how it wouldn't join Amtrak for fear of passenger trains getting in the 
мау of its freights. There will certainly be bad vibes around here, | gathered, if 
the railroad applies for discontinuance next year. 

There was also talk of problems in getting reservations on the RGZ, about how tice 
ket agents would not believe that purchasers wanted to make this middle-of~the-ni ght 
connection, and about how Amtrak's computerized reservations system is still fouled 
up. a someone, "That Ben Salem, Pennsylvania reservations center is the biggest 
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headache in the system. You know, they put it in Ben Salem, outside of Philadelphia, 
to Кевр those old Penn Central people out of it. So they had to hire inexperienced 
young people off the streets, and now they've got the problem of making it work right 
with unseasoned personnel." 

We reached the Salt Lake Rio Grande depot (which also sports a Western Pacific neon 
sign), and | watched the ZEPHYR depart for Denver before going about my business. 
There was still no sign of dawn as the RGZ pulled out on its Тат schedule, carrying 
a fair number of passengers and two bus loads of small school children on a no-doubt 
memorable excursion, | thought the train looked rather shabby and dirty as it sat in 
the depot. What would Amtrak do with it if it had control? 

Temple Square is the center of Salt Lake City, and also the center of the downtown 
and tourist area. The Greyhound station is а block away, the Rio Grande station 8 
blocks. Just 2 blocks away, better located, is the big but now unused Union Pacific 
station. City blocks аге long in Salt Lake. Streets are dramatically wide, the bet- 
ter to carry the swarm of noisy automobiles that have invaded this city like most 
others in the nation, The Utah Transit Authority runs a public bus system, and a 
department store runs a courtesy bus that loops downtown blocks, But aside from them 
the automobile is king. In the colorful city center, dramatic illuminated church 
steeples rise into the hazy air. And on the edge of town, even more dramatic illumi- 
nated refinery towers rise, billowing their incense of oi] smoke into the lungs of 
a million and a half Utah citizens. 

For ву return | elected to bypass the Rio Grande limousine service and took a 7:45 
ри Greyhound from Salt Lake to Ogden. Greyhound does not officially service Ogden. . 
Continental Trailways holds the franchise for that, but Greyhound can take you there 
if you buy a ticket to Hot Springs, Utah for $2.46. The bus agent in Salt Lake as- 
sures you that the bus will stop at the Amtrak depot in Ogden. 

Well, this evening | drew a new Super 7 bus, and a new driver to boot who hadn't 
learned the route yet. He knew nothing about a train station in Ogden. Apologizing 
over the Р.А, for being green, and asking guidance from his passengers, he took off 
into the smog of downtown Salt Lake, and by the time he found the freeway we'd had a 
free Gray Line tour of the city. 

He located the bus terminal in Ogden alright, but then | was on my own, and asked 
the Greyhound agent how to find Amtrak. "It's just two blocks down this street--you 
can't miss it!" | took off with baggage in hand, and at once saw the lighted Union 
Station sign ahead. Blocks in Ogden are long too, and it was with more than a little 
relief that 1 finally reached the doors of the still toasty warm depot. A police car 
slowly cruised the blocks along which | walked, lending me a little feeling of secur- 
ity as | passed gangs of wild and wooly appearing inhabitants of this glass-strewn 
neighborhood, who were out in search of nighttime excitement. 

The westbound SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR pulled in 20 minutes early. | boarded and went 
to the dome. The train would roll on two rails which were attached to Oakland, and 
| felt already home. 

Twenty minutes after our departure we began the 30-minute crossing of the Great 
Salt Lake. | sat in the dome with a drink and a delicious beef sandwich and mused 
on what a wonderful way this is to travel. A waxing gibbous moon shone down thru 
a thin overcast, illuminating the waters of the lake. A giant halo surrounded the 
lunar orb, and a single bright planet was enveloped in it. It was the start of an- 


other flawless and memorable train trip. Were it not for Е intervention | 
wouldn't be riding this train tonight. | wondered what role government intervention 


may be destined to play in the affairs of the Rio Grande and its little airport van 


SFZ: Photo, G.Hyko 
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(continued from Southbound Northbound 
page 7) 9:05 АМ lv Nashville, Tenn. 6:00 PM ar 
10:30 AM Tullahoma, Tenne 4:30 РМ 
1:30 PM Chattanooga, Tenn. 2:50 PM 
2:35 PM Dalton, Ga. 1:45 РМ 
3:36 PM Cartersville, Ga. 12:47 PM 
1:05 РМ Marietta, ба. 12:15 РМ 
4:50 РМ ar Atlanta, Ga. 11:30 AM lv 
5:30 PM lv Atlanta, Ga. 11:00 AM ar 
6:00 PM Griffin, ба. 10:30 AM 
7:30 РМ Macon, Ga. 9:00 AM 
8:35 PM Tennille, ба. 7:55 AM 
9:15 РМ Millen, ба. 7:00 АМ 
11:30 PM ar Savannah, Ga. 5:00 AM lv 
12М lv Savannah, Ga. 4:00 АМ ar 
1:00 АМ Thalman (Brunswick), Ga.3:00 АМ 


2:30 AMar Jacksonville, Fla. 1:30 АМ lv 


3:25 АМ lv East Coast of Florida 1410 AM аг 


Times north of Nashville and south of Jacksonville would remain as at 
present, since the two trains would be combined at these points. The equi 
ment presently utilized is: ё ет 


2 SDP 40-F engines 

1 mail car Chicago-Miami 

1 mail car Chicago-Tampa/St. Petersburg 
1 mail car Chicago-Jacksonville 

1 dining car Сһісаро-Міаті 

1 diner-lounge Jacksonville-St. Petersburg 
1 full lounge car Chicago-Miami 

1 ог 2 coaches Chicago-Miami (Dome) 

1 coach Chicago-St. Petersburg 

l ог 2 sleeping cars Chicago—Miami 

1 sleeping car Chicago-St. Petersburg 


In addition to this we propose (besides mail cars) the addition of: 
- 2 coaches 


(1) Chicago-Na shville-Atlanta-Jacksonville-Miami 
(2) Chicago-Nashville-Atlanta—Tampa-St. Petersburg 


- 2 sleepers 


Gale) Chicago-Nashvi lle-Atlanta-Jacksonville-Miami 
(2) Chicago-Nashville-Atlanta~Tampa-St. Petersburg 


- Continue present diner-lounge now running St. Petersburg 
to Jacksonville north to Nashville - no additional 
dining car needed. 


Э Additional cars needed: 4 рег train, 5 sets of equipment, total 20 cars. 
This consist makeup would allow the people of Atlanta to travel to central 
and both coasts of Florida, and the people of Florida to travel to Alabama 
or Atlanta from both coasts of Florida. Switching is presently done in 
Jacksonville, where the St. Petersburg and Miami sections meet (or divide). 
No additional switching operation would be needed there. 4% Nashville the Atlanta 
section would have to be switched in or out. No new motive power would be needed 
as one engine presently carries each Florida section to Jacksonville where they А 
join апа both engines continue to Chicago. Under our plan one engine would 
continue via Atlanta and they would combine at Nashville. 4 

Amtrak is now working with the United States Postal Service to put more 

mail on passenger trains. Atlanta, being the regional center for the Postal 
Service, and the center from which 1агое concerns like Sears ship to all the 
Southeast, could greatly increase Amtrak revenue. 


It is clear to us that the urgent need exists for this service, and that 
it will be well patronized, with a minimal investment. ‘The people of the 
Southeast will appreciate serious considerztion of this proposal. 
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mixed train of thoughts 


AMTRAK'S SYSTEMWIDE TIMETABLE of Oct. 27 (the day of return to Standard Time for the 
U.S. and Canada) will be available shortly, Amtrak said late this month, Among new 
listings in it will be the seasonal MIAMIAN train which will begin service Dec. 13. 
The daily МАМАМ will leave N.Y. at 12:35pm and reach Miami 1:50pm the next day. 
Northbound it leaves Miami 3:40pm and arrives N.Y. 4:50pm next day. It will run 
until next April. The SILVER METEOR adds a stop at Savannah, GA Кышы at 6am and 
northbd at 6:45pm). The SOUTHERN CRESCENT drops its Trenton, № stop, but two Моп- 
day-Friday trains, #215 and 208, will fill in between N.Y. and Philadelphia..... 
AMTRAK ISSUED A timecard this month, dated Sept. 25, covering the JAMES WHITCOMB 
RILEY's new route over the (10, Earlier, Sept. 15 timetables indicated that riders 
aust consult Amtrak agents about service on the Cincinnati-Chicago section..... 
AN AMTRAK SPOKESMAN told an RTN reader that Amtrak has not rerouted the NATIONAL LTD 
away from its slow Penn Central route between Pittsburgh and St. Louis because to do 
so would establish a precedent that when track is improperly maintained Amtrak simply 
roves to the tracks of another railroad. Instead, Amtrak has initiated legal action 
against the PC, and feels that rerouting the train would be to concede its case..... 
их 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR is currently running its Denver-Qakland dome lounges at the 
front of the train, just behind the baggage and dors (see photo on p. 13), an incon- 
venient location for users. An Amtrak spokesman said this was done to avoid double- 
switching in the winter in Denver and the possibility of cars freezing up while dis- 
connected. The spokesman said Amtrak would move to return the cars to their right- 
ful place next to the diner..... RENO FUN TRAIN made its first run of the season 
from Oakland, CA to Reno on Oct. 18, earlier than usual. The trains this season will 
feature local celebrities aboard, ala the LAS VEGAS CELEBRITY TRAIN, Consist of first 
train: 4 Amtrak units (ABBA), Amtrak cars 1720, 1530-31, 1512, 3500, 8503, 1529-28, 
7513, and 7506..... THE COAST STARLIGHT on Oct. 28 and 29 was terminated at Oxnard 
instead of Los Angeles because of track and tunnel work on SP south of Oxnard. Bus 
connections were made to 1.А...... SINCE BART OPENED to San Francisco, over 10,000 
cars daily have been siphoned off the Bay Bridge, a 62 reduction in the 180,000 ve- 
hicles that used to cross the bridge. Of BART transbay riders, about 15% transfer- 
red from buses, the rest from autos. AC Transit is gradually reducing its transbay 
runs as riders switch to BART. During the World Series baseball in Oakland, BART 
remained open later and handled massive crowds to the game with ease, after some con- 
fusion the first day. A pedestrian bridge is now open from the Oakland Coliseum to 
the BART Coliseum station..... NEW YORK STATE has installed highway directional 


signs to railroad stations in the Capital and Lake Champlain-Lake George regions..... 
жж 


А PERSISTENT RUMOR says that four Milwaukee Road Super Domes пом owned by Amtrak and 
just refurbished at Pullman-Standard in Chicago are to be placed on the Chicago-Den- 
ver section of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR..... IDAHO WILL GET its wanted Amtrak serv- 
ice, it appears, but it won't be because of Көр. Steve Syams of that state. He told 
newsmen that rail travel has lost popularity across the nation, and that he has al- 
ways been opposed to Amtrak, He said that money for "shiny new trains" could better 
go for shiny new Бизез..... SINCE WHEN CAN the head of the Federal Highway Adaini- 
stration get his personal communications printed and mailed at government expense? 
A 12-page DOT press release of a speech Mr. Tiemann gave Oct, 17 was just that; quote: 
"The ideas | am going to express do not represent U.S. Dept. of Trans. policy. They 
do not represent Federal Highway Administration policy. They do represent measures 
that | personally would recommend." So if they weren't government statements, how 
come they were mailed to thousands of readers as DOT "Official Business"? welll let 
your imagination conjure up what he said about the virtues of highway building..... 
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(continued from Southbound 
page 7) 9:05 АМ lv Nashville, Tenn. 
10:30 AM Tullahoma, Тепп, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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Thalman 
330 АМ аг Jacksonville, Fla. 


3:25 АМ lv East Coast of Florida 1:10 АМ ar 


Times north of Nashville and south of Jacksonville would remain as at 
present, since the two trains would be combined at these points. i 
ment presently utilized is: а, А 


2 SDP 40-F engines 

1 mail car Chicago-Miami 

1 mail саг Chicago-Tampa/St. Petersburg 
1 mail саг Chicago—Jacksonville 

1 dining саг Chicago-Miami 

1 diner-lounge Jacksonville-St. Petersburg 
1 full lounge саг Chicago-Miami 

1 ог 2 coaches Chicago-Miami (Dome) 

1 coach Chicago-St. Petersburg 

І or 2 sleeping cars Chicago-Miami | 

1 sleeping car Сһісаро-5%. Petersburg 


In addition to this we propose (besides mail cars) the addition of: 
= 2 coaches 


(1) Chicago-Nashville-Atlanta—Jacksonville-Miami 
(2) Chicago-Nashville-Atlanta-Tampa-St. Petersburg 


- 2 sleepers 


(1) Chicago-Nashville-Atlanta-Jacksonville<Miami 
(2) Chicago-Nashville-Atlanta-Tampa-St. Petersburg 


- Continue present diner-lounge now running St. Petersburg 
to Jacksonville north to Nashville - no additional 
dining car needed. 


Additional cars needed: 4 per train, 5 sets of equipment, total 20 
This consist makeup would allow the people of Мыз to Beet to ее р 
and both coasts of Florida, and the people of Florida to travel to Alabama 
or Atlanta from both coasts of Florida. Switching is presently done in 
Jacksonville, where the St. Petersburg and Miami sections meet (or divide). 
No additional switching operation would be needed there. At Nashville the atlanta 
section would have to be switched in ог оці. No new motive power would be needed 
as one engine presently carries each Florida section to Jacksonville where they 5 
join and both engines continue to Chicago. Under our plan one engine would 
continue via Atlanta and they would combine at Nashville. 

amtrek is now working with the United States Postal Service to put more 
mail on passenger trains. atlanta, being the regional center for the Postal 
Service, and the center from which larze concerns like Sears ship to all the 
Southeast, could greatly increase Amtrak -revenue. ДЕ 


It is clear to us that the urgent need exists Гог this service, and that 
it will be well patronized, with a minimal investment. The people of the 
Southeast will appreciate serious considerztion of this proposal. ! 
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mixed train of thoughts 
AMTRAK'S SYSTEMWIDE TIMETABLE of Oct. 27 (the day of return to Standard Time for the 
0.5. and Canada) will be available shortly, Amtrak said late this month, Among new 
listings in it will be the seasonal MIAMIAN train which will begin service Dec. 13. 
The daily МАМАН will leave N.Y. at 12:35pm and reach Miami 1:50pm the next day. 
Northbound it leaves Miami 3:40pm and arrives N.Y. 4:50pm-next day. It will run 
until next April. The SILVER METEOR adds a stop at Savannah, GA ны at Gam and 
northbd at 6:45pm). The SOUTHERN CRESCENT drops its Trenton, NJ stop, but two Моп- 
day-Friday trains, #215 and 208, will fill in between N.Y. and Philadelphia..... 
AMTRAK ISSUED А timecard this month, dated Sept. 25, covering the JAMES WHITCOMB 
RILEY's new route over the CRO, Earlier, Sept. 15 timetables indicated that riders 
aust consult Amtrak agents about service on the Cincinnati-Chicago section... se 
AN AMTRAK SPOKESMAN told an RTN reader that Amtrak has not rerouted the NATIONAL LTD 
away from its slow Penn Central route between Pittsburgh and St. Louis because to do 
so would establish a precedent that when track is improperly maintained Amtrak simply 
moves to the tracks of another railroad. Instead, Amtrak has initiated legal action 
against the PC, and feels that rerouting the train would be to concede its case..... 
их 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR is currently running its Denver-Oakland dome lounges at the 
front of the train, just behind the baggage and dors (see photo on p. 13), an incon- 
venient location for users. An Amtrak spokesman said this was done to avoid double- 
switching in the winter in Denver and the possibility of cars freezing up while dis- | 
connected. The spokesman said Amtrak would move to return the cars to their right- 
ful place next to the diner..... RENO FUN TRAIN made its first run of the season 
from Oakland, CA to Reno on Oct. 18, earlier than usual. The trains this season will 
feature local celebrities aboard, ala the LAS VEGAS CELEBRITY TRAIN, Consist of first 
train: 4 Amtrak units (ABBA), Amtrak cars 1720, 17530-31, 1512, 3500, 8503, 7529-28, 
7513, and 7506..... THE COAST STARLIGHT on Oct. 28 and 29 was terminated at Oxnard 
instead of Los Angeles because of track and tunnel work on SP south of Oxnard. Bus 
connections were made to [.А...... SINCE BART OPENED to San Francisco, over 10,000 
cars daily have been siphoned off the Bay Bridge, a 62 reduction in the 180,000 ve- 
hicles that used to cross the bridge. Of BART transbay riders, about 75% transfer- 
red from buses, the rest from autos, AC Transit is gradually reducing its transbay 
runs as riders switch to BART. During the World Series baseball in Oakland, BART 
remained open later and handled massive crowds to the game with ease, after some con- 
fusion the first day. A pedestrian bridge is now open from the Oakland Coliseum to 
the BART Coliseum station..... NEW YORK STATE has installed highway directional 
signs to railroad stations in the Capital and Lake Champlain-Lake George regions..... 
* ж 


А PERSISTENT RUMOR says that four Milwaukee Road Super Domes пом owned by Amtrak and 
just refurbished at Pullman-Standard in Chicago are to be placed on the Chicago-Den- 
ver section of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR..... IDAHO WILL GET its wanted Amtrak serv- 
ісе, it appears, but it won't be because of Көр. Steve Symms of that state. He told 
newsmen that rail travel has lost popularity across the nation, and that he has al- 
ways been opposed to Amtrak. He said that money for "shiny пем trains" could better 
go for shiny new buses..... SINCE WHEN CAN the head of the Federal Highway Adaini- 
stration get his personal communications printed and mailed at government expense? 
А 12-раде DOT press release of a speech Mr. Tiemann gave Oct, 17 was just that; quote: 
"The ideas | am going to express do not represent U.S, Dept. of Trans. policy. They 
do not represent Federal Highway Administration policy. They do represent measures 
that | personally would recommend." So if they weren't government statements, how 
come they were mailed to thousands of readers as DOT "Official Business"? well) let 
your imagination conjure up what he said about the virtues of highway building..... 
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те NEW PUBL ICAT {ONS of interest: The U.S. бөрі, of Transportation began publishing 
eee USA", а quarterly this past summer. Costs $3 per year ($4.75 for- 
| 2 ото тна а шю, о оа Printing Office, Washington 
0402. в, also а quarterly debuts Dec. 2 with i i i 
Published by Carstens Publ., vho put out "Railroad Model Craftsman. it's 41 per tee 
re $6 for a b-issue sub. Write Carstens Publ., Inc., Box 700, Newton NJ 07860 
HERN PACIFIC COMPANY is offering а $5000 reward for info that convicts whomever ^ 
гч with track that derailed the COAST STARLIGHT near Red Bluff on Sept. 21.. 
| ШК ROAD Skytop lounges purchased by Canadian National are reported sitting 
и а Н ах, ү being slowly cannibal ized by the railroad. Amtrak rejected them be- 
interested purty. ЫШ SECA АЙ: ПО ЕНІ bo purchaasablo by sone 
donated equipment and tine to run a Duluth Arrowhead Civi + жн ыыы келін 
dren's train from Duluth to Moose Lake, the 41st сазан Аа. а 
h e Consist was: 
gh eee unit), 8N 7025 baggage (with counter installed), ілге coaches 1832 
ie coach (Antrakeowned), BN sleeper-lounge "St. Croix River,” BN diner 
1а e Michigan," Amtrak coaches 7528 4 9, and BN coaches 1115 & 1116. On Sept. 14 
us uth, Міззаһе & Iron Range гал а special for Minn, Chapter of Amer. Inst. of Minin 
a ae {гов Duluth to Two Harbors, Six cars were rented from BN. Consist: DMIR f 
1 130 (50% engines), BN sleeper-lounge "St, Croix River," BN coaches 1115 & Б 
diner "Lake Michigan, BN sleepers "Jefferson Pass" & "Big Horn Pass," DMIR н-% 
те aad OMIR business car "Northland." On Oct, 19 Charter Wire Co. & Milwaukee 
: etic Club sponsored a special from Milwaukee to Madison to attend the Wisconsin- 
Mehigan football даве (2 more schedules for Nov. 2 23}. Consist: Amtrak 407 & 410 
и BN 6402 & 6800 coaches, coaches GN 1302, GN 1087, Amtrak 6802 & 6454, NP 
= nan рм Golden Мооп? and sleeper-observation "Imperial Leaf," both ovned by 
ar ire and painted an NYC-like 2-tone gray with Amtrak striping. Pacific Rail- 
road Society's Yellowstone Special of Oct. 11, mentioned last issue (chi ch гап fros 
a a ese Fe, UP to Butte, and BN to Livingston) had the following 
of mostly private cars: Amtrak 4890 coach, Great West қ 
Gate,” "Silver Canyon," "Imperial Sands” & "Redwood, PRS а 
Indian Squaw" & "Indian Falls," PRS "Bloomington," Overland "Afton Canyon" Tounge 
PRS "Starlight Cafe" diner, PRS 6101 lounge, Amtrak "Pine Island," Overland "Wation- 
al View," PRS "Chippewa Creek," and Overland "Truckee River," Quite a train..... 


SOME MORE DETAILS on the FLORIDIAN derailment reported on pa i 

irvin Lipscomb, President of Gulf Wind Chapter of NRHS: празе 2 н + ш the 
point were not wrecked, but were inoperable. Two SCL Alco hood units were called 
тов Waycross, GA and the train was towed backwards to Dupont, GA where it took the 
junction to the High Springs SCL line, Upon reaching Live Oak, FL it switched to 
the Jacksonvi]le-Tal lahassee 54 route, Signal malfunctions were encountered on 
this line, and the FLORIDIAN finally reached Tallahassee at бра, where the diner was 
watered. The absurdity of the situation was emphasized by a lady passenger who had 
dri ven from Tal lahassee to Thomasville early that morning to catch the train for 
Chicago, and here it was 6pm and she was back in Tallahassee! At this point the 
train was about 12 hours late, and not out of Florida yet. ...This was tragic for 
the passengers, but a treat to the railfans of Tallahassee, who haven't seen a re 
ular passenger train in town since the GULF WIND left on Amtrakday®..... j 
BURLINGTON NORTHERN FORCES are removing track on the өх-АР Snoqualmie branch between 
Issaquah, a Seattle suburb, and Preston, This was the route of many popular "Casey | 
Jones Specials" in the 1950's and 60's, Track between Preston and Snoqualmie, re- 
quested for use by а railway museua, has not yet been taken up. BN will рана access 
to the lumber mills and Snoqualmie and North Bend over Milwaukee Road trackage... 
LAS Д ия пе н want the Las Vegas accommodations package 
can now ride solo for round trip, and receiv Ш ' Wi 
по нкан, the cheapest Неке is тақы шанаға 
раде 


Trolley Day Inaugural 


by Glenn Lee 


Streetcar operations were resumed in Yakima, Washington on October 12 after a 
lapse of nearly 28 years. Aided by the nostalgia boom and the Washington State 81- 
centennial Commission, two single-truck cars purchased in Oporto, Portugal began 
the new service at 10:30am, and carried capacity crowds on short rides thru the 
apple orchards west of the city. 

Much of the impetus for the project came from approval of Union Pacific Railroad 
to lease tracks for the operation to the City of Yakima, UP President J. C. Kene- 
fick, a speaker at opening day ceremonies, told a crowd of 500 or more that UP staff 
had recommended against the project on grounds that an unfavorable precedent would 
be set, letting other agencies use UP tracks. Kenefick said as a result of internal 
discussions a new policy was developed: “Others can use the tracks of any streetcar 
line owned by ШР." (The Yakima Valley Transportation Co. tracks used by the cars 
are UP's only electrical ly-operated switching lines.) 

Yakima Mayor Bert Broad proclaimed "Bicentennial Trolley Days" and many of the 
crowd wore "Trolleys By Golleys® buttons while entertained by groups such as the 
Eisenhower High School band playing Scott Joplin rags or women's groups singing 
favorites like "Clang, Clang, Clang Went the Trolley." Special credits were given 
to popular Yakima council member and businessman Wray Brown, who coordinated the 
2-year program to bring the single-truck cars to Yakima. 

After being presented with a ҮМТСо operator's сар and a money changer, UP Presi- 
dent Kenefick cut the ribbon on the lead car, and operations began for VIPs west 
fron 140 and Nob Hil] Avenue, about 1$ miles to Wide Hollow Junction, a stretch of 
route not parallelled by highways, and thru the heart of the apple orchards. 

Waits of 90 minutes or more were common throughout the afternoon as the 32-seat 
cars, numbered 1776 and 1976, made the shuttle runs. Security guards found little 
nore to do with the relaxed crowds than shoo children from the side-of-road right- 
of-way as the cars returned from Wide Hollow. 

The day's festivities began at 8:15am when both cars left tha former streetcar 
(now bos) barn just southwest of Yakina's central business district, Тһе venerable 
relics, of а design similar to Yakima's first streetcars delivered in 1907, re- 
ceived a police escort vest to the ceremonial site on tracks once used by the ci- 
ty's South Nob Hill carline, and retained today for switching apple-packing sheds 
wast of the city. Early morning motorists and strollers saluted and honked approval. 

Some poor dispatching slowed service in the afternoon, but was corrected about 2pa, 
vith two cars running in tandem back and forth on the single-track гип, 

Streetcar service on Yakima's last two carlines was ended Feb. 1, 1947. Interurban 
operations to Henrybo and Wiley City, 9 miles west of the city, had ended in 1935. 
Service north to Selah also ended about that time, but 19 miles of route were re- 
tained by UP for switching. 

UP President Kenafick and other UP executives operated from heavyweight business 
саг 106 spotted near the downtown UP depot. Lightweight heater car 301, formerly 
а mainstay on the rear of the pre-Amtrak "City of Everything" passenger runs across 
Wyoming, provided utilities for the business car. 

For the next several months the two streetcars will be available for systemwide 
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charter use only Monday-Saturday 8am-noon, with the general public carried on Sun- 
days 12пооп-4ра on longer trips into the rural orchard country. The Yakima Valley 
visitors and convention bureau will make arrangements. Operations will be handled 
by the Yakima transit system, 

ть п рік ely ДЫ ve ple? осие from private sources, which 
also helped construct a twoestall corrugated metal "c п" adj 
south of the old carbarn. > нара АШ. 

Yakina's trolley project directors had originally attempted to purchase the three 
өх-Үаківа Aserican Brill Master Unit cars now at northwest rail museums. These cars 
were dastined for Halifax, N.S. after the 1947 abandonment, but were diverted to the 
Portland Traction Со. for use on the Oregon City and Ballrose lines, They ran in 
Рог and until PT's sudden 1958 cessation of service in defiance of а РИС directive 
to continue operations. Rail museum groups have set too hard a bargain for the cars 


for the present, but in light of opening day crowds, the hi gher capacity of the 
newer doubleetruck cars may soon be needed. 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


(From the dumbest news story of the past month:) 

"You might call it the Alien Express, it is the regular Amtrak train from San Diego 
to Los Angeles and illegal aliens from Mexico are using it as a cheap, convenient and 
reasonably safe way of smuggling themselves into the big job markets in the United 
States. ... Amtrak, of course, is financed by the 0,5, taxpayer. ... The cost of a 
one-way ticket from San Diego to Los Angeles via the Alien Exprass--$5," 

Los Angeles Times, October 11 
eS 


Express Ads 


1-«"ТНЕ GOVERNORS OF CALIFORNIA AND RAPID TRANSIT®--3 concentrated pages of 
backgrounds, perspectives, directions expediting the improvement of low-cost 
rail transit, ORDER S #122 from В. J. Swan, Вох 1866, Long Beach CA 90801, 
Los Angeles rapid transit elections are upcoming, the candidates for governor 
are commenting; there's state rail action; a western rail superstudy passes 

Congress. Suddenly on Oct, 17 from the public transit catalyst, for Reagan, 
Brown, Flournoy, this briefing as the guard is about to be changed in Sacramento. 
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Express Ads 


AMTRAK AND THE HOLIDAYS! Take the hassle out of holiday travel--make your plans 
and reservations early with the helpful Amtrak Professionals at GREAT WESTERN 

TOURS, Sheraton-Palace Hotel, San Francisco 94105, or call us at (415) 398-2994. 
"An Amtrakeappointed agency dedicated to the pleasure of travel by train." 


RAILROAD UNIFORM BUTTONS 50¢ each postpaid. Pere Marquette, Canadian Pacific, 
Northern Pacific, Ann Arbor, Reading, Bangor and Aroostook, Boston and Albany, 
Manitou and Pikels Peak, Colorado and Southern, Denver and Rio Grande Western, 
Monon, Georgia and Steam Engine, J. Lajoie, 22 Stevens, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 


FOR CHRISTMAS - А 28 page storybook to color. "STEAMY" is a locomotive оп the 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad. His adventures оп the old D&RGW narrow gauge 
will give youngsters a feel for Rocky Mountain railroading as it was. $1.15. 

Dave Ulmer, Jr., 1407 Holmes Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 


ROCK ISLAND PLAYING CARDS, New, limited edition. High quality, attractive de- 
sign. Available with black or red backs. $1.50 plus 254 per deck post. & hdlg. 
Make check ог M.0. payable to "Rock Island Lines" and send to: Rock Island Lines, 
Public Relations Dept. RTN, 139 м. Van Buren St., Chicago, IL 60605. 


WHAT IMPORTANT EVENT TOOK PLACE ON DEC, 2, 19677...The discontinuance of the 20% 
CENTURY LIMITED, However, another eartheshaking occurrence of universal import- 
ance will take place this coming Dec, 2, Rates for yearly subscription to the 
excellent journal on passenger railroading in the 70's, th FAST MAIL, will be 
raised from their current phenomenally low $3.25/ye-- | thing sacred?! Why 
are you, the interested fan, being deprived of this fanta: гс bargain? Well, if 
you act NOW, you can still get in on the bargain of the Century---The Twentieth 
Century К.А. Club, that із. Send money to: 10700 Seeley, Chicago, IL 60643. 


SELLING IN GROUPS OF 20 (my choice) passenger car or diesel color slides for $5. 
Specify cars or diesels. Наме 1905 Rulebook МИ. Best offer takes it. 
0, Н. Borsum, 426 Woodland Circle, Lynchburg, VA 24502. 


OFFICIAL GUIDES FOR SALE, 9/67 issue: $6, 12/57 issue: $10. Add $1 for post. and 
ins, Send PO monay order to: Don Wiles, Rock Point School, Via Chinle AZ 86503. 


АТА $ BOOK FIND OF THE MONTH: "California for Travellers and Settlers® by Charles 
Nordhoff, originally published 1873, now reissued complete in paperback. Three 
chapters on the Overland Route, including history of the Central Pacific К.Х. 

Delightful old engravings include snowsheds, Ist (РЕК office, and a “bird's-eye 
view" of the Overland Route. Much on California lore. $3.95 plus 25¢ postage. 
Calif. please add tax.) MESSAGE MEDIA, Book Dept., Вох 9007, Berkeley СА 94709 


BIG PASSENGER RAILROADING CONTEST: Win over $60,000 per year for the Aatrak 
executive of your choice! Write your senator or congressman for details. 

IF YOU'RE CLEVER, you might be able to get your whole message іп one 80-character 
è space line, thereby sending your words on their way to thousands of RIN readers 
for only fifty cents. That's the cost of one line іп RTN's Express Ads. Display 
ads run twenty-five bucks a page (5x8 inches), with smaller sizes proportionally 
priced. Write: MESSAGE MEDIA - RTN, Box 9007, Berkeley СА 94709. Please include 
remittance with orders under $25. You'll be amazed how fast your message gets 
out to readers. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THIS NEWSLETTER, Still only $7.00 per year for 24 twice-monthly 
issues by first class mail. These rates hold in al? North American countries. 
Also good for 3rd class mail to most overseas countries, Other overseas rates: 
$8.92 first class; $17.08 air mail to most countries. Write: Message Media - 
RTN, РО Box 9007, Berkeley СА 94709, U.S.A. | 


ее 


